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OF THE URITED S‘I‘M'Il NIT‘III THE HEANlIG OF TITLE 18, BECYIONS 79!
HD 794, OF THR U. S. CODE, AS AREHDED. 1TS TRANSRISSION OR REVEL-
ATION OF 1T5 CONTRNTS TO OR RECB\PT BY AN UNAUYHORI2ED PERSO

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
50X1-HUM

In October 1951, ordered by the Hygiene Department of the Soviet Zone
inistry of Health to investi;ate the status of the chemical warfare agents stock-
piled in the srea of the former German ammunition depot at Kapern. UWigh ranking
Soviet Army officers, and reprecsentatives of the 'inistry of the Interior, the
sinistry of Hecavy Industry as vell as the !"inistry o! Dconomics of Land Saxony-
Arhalt were present at the conference where the implementation of this order was
discussed. The Soviet officers stressed the necessity of a speedy disposal of
Lhe chemical warfare aspents, as their storage space would be required for the
storagre of ammunition. 50X1-HUM

\about 60 tons of mustard gas and sternutators were stored

at the cherical warfare arents section of the Kapen depot in nid-"arch 1952.
Atout 100 iron drums rith a capacity of 20 liters each were stored above ground,
while the remainder was bein; kept in underpround containers. The chemical war-
fare arents were still effective. However, they could nol be uscd in shells
kecause they had become impure.

Prior to the end of the war, chemical varfare agents were stored and refilled at
Kapen. In early 19L7, most of the surface installations of ihe gas depot were
demolished by the Soviets. &2t the same time, undetermined quantities of chemical
warfare apents were suipped by them in railroad tank cars to sume undeteiminecd
place. According to Soviel officers, the chemical warfare agents were dropped
in the Baltic Sea, This operation was the cause of the ruror citulating among
the local population that chemical munitions were being mamufactured a+ Vannn

X1-HUM
L. £t first, linvestigations at Kapen without protectmva equip-
ment. In late 1951, former German Army protective -equipment was provided. Uork
on the construction of a decontamination chamber according to the design of the
German Army was also started. The Minuislry of lLconomics in llalle ordered the
~ Gaerunrschenie firm (Zymotechnolopical plant) in Dessau to send a labor detail
~ of 10 men and a decontamination squad of 3 men headed by Herr Hahn (fnu), a
former (ie:man frmy master sergeant (Ord) to Zapen. It was planned at first
to perform the decontamination by means of calecium chloride. This substance
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3 Corment. - As chenical warfare arents were stored ot the armunition depot
at Kapen during ~orld Tar II, the cxistence there of wuinor stocks of gas is
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was not available in adequate quantities, and orders were given to have lhe che-
mical warfare agents Lurned. It was resolved to build a special charmber in the:
area of the cepot and to bLurn the pas after admixing bect-root spirit. The’
total cost of dispesing of the chenical warfare agents was estimaled at five to
six sillion eastraris, and the cost of the beet root spirit vras cstimated at
h02,000 eestmarks.

In nid-lrreh, J;'mzecking' e s0il of the depot area for sirns of co
tarination. The results of the analysis will liave to be trons: mitted to tne5OX1 HUM
Minislry of ‘conomics in ¥alle, and Lo the Gaerun;schemic firm in Dessau.

in micd-19501,] uncorniirrmed inlormation
indiceting thal experiments werc beins macde at the llectro-Chemical slant in
Bitierfeld with products similar to chemical warfare ajents. Only a few experts
in the ficld of chemical warfare sre said to be still available in the Soviet ¢
Tone of Germany.
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possible. Ft-:tement that these stocks vere unsuimhle for Turther use

is believed to Te correct. The shipping of chemical warfore ngents, sllegedlv

to Le Gumped in the Baltic Sea, was also reported [row other former German S0X1-HUM
armunition Gepots in 1947 and 1948. Vo information on the production of chemi-

cal waricre agents or pertinent rescarch worl has been received. It is believed
Amprobeble tlial the Soviets should store chemical warfare agents in Germany.
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